Association of Educators in Radiologic Technology

Of The State of New York, Inc.

40th ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTES

The Owego Treadway Inn - Owego, NY

1st Business Session
Tuesday, April 26, 2006
All members of the Board of Directors are present.
I. 
CALL TO ORDER

Mary Perry called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM and made the following introductions: 

· Sergeant-At-Arms:

Eric Lobel, Harry Clarke, and Denise Vill’Neuve
· Eric Lobel reported 53 attendees and thus established a forum for business.

· Election Tellers:

Robert Wong, Diedre Costic and Andrew Richter.

· Board Members and Nominating Chair

II.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

Recording Secretary’s Report

Evans Lespinasse asked the membership to find the Minutes of 39th Annual Business Sessions in their folders.  
Action: The Minutes were reviewed and accepted. Minutes filed.
Charles made a motion to accept the Minutes. Hildy seconded the motion. Motion passed.

President’s Report

Action: Mary Perry gave an account of her activities as president since the last conference. 
1. 
The membership is advised that the House of Delegates of the ASRT has been greatly reduced in number. Members are urged to pay close attention to the ASRT and to express their concerns as they arise. 

2. 
A search was conducted with the president elect Hildy Oberstein for a new conference site. The board voted at the mid-year meeting to select the Owego Treadway Inn for the 40th Annual Conference.

3.
 Special recognition was given to the board for providing such great service to the organization. 

Melvin made a motion to accept the report. Kenneth seconded the motion. Motion passed. Written report filed.
Treasurer’s Report

Action:  Virginia Edele submitted a detailed report of the AERT’s current status (3/31/06), as follows:

 Checking account balance
-
$18,807.17
 Vanguard account balance-
$13,398.44
TOTAL

$32,205.61
Beth made a motion to accept the Minutes. Charles seconded the motion. Motion passed. Written report filed.
Corresponding Secretary’s Report

Action:  Barbara Geiger submitted a report summarized as follows: 
1. Regarding the 39th annual conference, Thank-you Letters were sent to new members, presenters, and vendors who donated books and other items. 
2. Renewal letters were sent to those who were absent from the past one to two years.
3. New Membership cards were generated for new and re-instated members. 
4. The CE credit form has been revised and is available in the folders.
Diedre made a motion to accept the report. Sal Mazzella seconded the motion. Motion passed. Written report filed.
III.
STANDING COMMITTEES’ REPORTS
Joseph Whitton made a motion to accept all the reports at the end. Barbara seconded the motion. Motion passed.


By-Laws

Melvin Thornhill reported no changes in the By-Laws and no report was submitted at this time.

College Affairs

The president charged Cynthia Smith and Ken Martinucci to look into the feasibility of radiography programs to extend their clinical hours to evenings and weekends. No responses received yet. 
Conference

Beth Brewster advised the membership that batch mailings are no long done as a way of reporting CE credits to the ASRT. She instructed the members on how to proceed with regard to the two CE forms in the conference folders. She also brought attention to the conference program at a glance in the folders for their convenience.
Continuing Education

Robert Geiser’s report was read to the membership by Hildy. Mary emphasized that anyone whose radiography credential is lost, when reinstating registration by examination, the individual will be required to successfully be re-examined in each discipline s/he wish to retain and meet the examination requirements. This report also includes a list of reasons that RT’s have had their credentials revoked.  
Educational Advisory 

No report presented.

Hospital Affairs
Sergeo Guilbaud presented no report at this time.

Membership

Charles Drago reported that as of the conference, the membership welcomed 27 new members for a total of 120 members.  
Newsletter

Paulette Peterson reported that the Newsletter has been reformatted and sent to the membership. The new format made the layout easier. She recommended to the Board that this publication be posted on the AERT’s website instead of mass-mailing. She urged the members to send information, pictures and anything noteworthy for publication.   
Nomination

Patricia Duffy submitted a report and is summarized as follows: A call for nominations was publicized on the Blackboard and postcards were mailed to all members as a reminder. She made another call for nominations on site. The nominees include:
President Elect

Joseph Whitton






Sergeo Guilbaud

Vice President


Paulette Peterson






Evans Lespinasse

Recording Secretary

Eric Lobel

Treasurer


Barbara Geiger

Corresponding Secretary
Charles Drago

Nominating Secretary

Patricia Duffy





Dominick DeMichelle






Denise Vill’Neuve

Public Relations
Maria Carvalho informed the members of all the items available for sale. Two well-stocked baskets will be raffled at the banquet. Maria Carvalho and Maria Maiorano will be hosting the Chinese Auction.  
Radiation Therapy
JoAnne Habenicht sent no report at this time. 

Scholarship

Maria Maiorano announced that the plaques are ready for pick-up for those who placed an order by the deadline.   

Excellence in Education Lecture

Hildy Oberstein indicated changes in the selection of the Excellence in Education honoree. At the bottom of the conference program, members are asked to nominate next year’s honoree. Members are advised to nominate someone who has not received this honor before.
Discussion

Eileen Doyle suggests uploading the Nomination and Excellence in Education forms on the AERT website. The idea was well received by all present.

Barbara Chakmakjian made a motion to accept all committee chairs’ reports. Ann Verschuuren seconded the motion. Motion passed. Written reports filed.
IV.
OLD BUSINESS
 
None.
V.
NEW BUSINESS
Nominations open until the next Business Session

Barbara made a motion to recess the meeting until the next day. Charles seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Meeting recessed at 4:30 pm, to be reconvened on Thursday April 27, 2006.
2nd Business Session
Thursday, April 27, 2007

Meeting continuance of order 11:30 AM

All members of the Board of Directors are present.

V. NEW BUSINESS

Election of Officers
The Nominations Committee chairperson made a last call for nominations from the floor.  Nominations were made and accepted.  Nominations were closed.  The sergeants-at-arms distributed the ballots.  The Tellers collected the ballots and tallied the results.  The results were announced, as follows:
· President-Elect:


Sergeo Guilbaud
· Vice-President:


Evans Lespinasse
· Treasurer:


Barbara Geiger
· Corresponding Secretary:
Charles Drago
· Recording Secretary:

Eric Lobel
· Nominations:


Patricia Duffy
Standing Committee Chairs
· Conference:


Beth Brewster

· By-laws:   



Melvin Thornhill

· Scholarship:


Maria Maiorano

· NY Liaison:   


Barbara Chakmakjian

· Hospital Affairs:   

Rose Labate

· Membership:    


Kenneth Martinucci

· Nominating:    


Patricia Duffy

· College Affairs:    

Cynthia Smith

· Auditing Committee:  

Evans Lespinasse

· Newsletter:   


Paulette Peterson

· Public Relations: 

Maria Carvalho

· Continuing Education:      
Deidre Costic

· Educational Advisory:      
AnnVerschuuren

· Excellence in Education:
Hildy Oberstein

· Radiation Therapy Tech:
______________

The meeting was recessed at 12:10 pm to be reconvened on Friday April 28, 2006.
3rd Business Session

Friday April 28, 2006

Meeting continuance of order 12:00 noon.

All members of the Board of Directors are present.

VI.
NEW BUSINESS
· Life Membership

Charles made a motion to make Virginia Edele a life member of the AERT. Motion seconded by Barbara. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

· Reimbursement

The AERT reimbursement system as always been different from that of the IRS and also subject to change from year to year. Kenneth made a motion for the AERT’s reimbursement rate to match current IRS rate. Charles seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

· Article 35 Part 89

Discussions:

1. Paulette asked for clarification regarding Part 89.1. Definition is needed with regard to supervision of student radiographers by radiologists. 

2. Ann added that on weekends and holidays, radiologists are rarely present, yet in the last six months, the hours are being increased from 40 to 80. How can a program take advantage of this rule?

3. Eileen suggested that this piece might fit better if it read “Clinical supervision is required by a qualified Clinical Instructor”, instead of radiologist.

4. Joseph Whitton asked for clarification on whether the mandate is the responsibility of the clinical site or the radiography program.

· ASRT Curriculum Guide Draft

Mary Perry presented Diedre Costic, a member of the ASRT curriculum committee to address the membership on the Drafted Curriculum Guide. She made the following statements:
1. The General Education requirements (15 credit hours) were put in place due to changes in the profession. With CR and DR in place, the ASRT took into consideration that radiographers must be willing to learn new technology and continuing education to better serve their patients. Also, Molecular Imaging may arrive shortly, and students will have to be willing to learn and progress in the direction of the field.
2. The ASRT is not in a position nor has for its intention to close hospital-based programs.

3. Radiography programs are free to make their own decisions on how the new curriculum will be implemented.

4. This Curriculum Guide Draft is more specific than before ie: Kubbler-Ross’ grieving process etc. It is meant to be less confusing than ever before.
5. The Curriculum Guide is open for public opinion and any concerns can be given to her at this time. She will direct all materials to the curriculum committee.

Concerns:

1. CT has its own certification as an advance category, why does it require such a detailed section? This area is already causing concerns in the field because students are being offered positions from school to CT.
2. A better definition is needed for credit hours as indicated in the Gen-Ed requirements.

3. In the college programs, curriculum changes take at least two years for approval. Also, some programs already have up to 78 credits for the AAS degree and cannot accommodate any more courses. What recourse do these programs have?

4. Hospital programs have no credit hours, and therefore cannot complete the Gen-Ed requirements as prerequisites or co-requisites.

5. Mandates are generated by the ARRT and the JRCERT. How can the ASRT mandate these new requirements as a national society? 
6. College Programs are also under Middle States Accreditation and may not be subject to these mandates.
7. Many programs are thought of as a financial burden (up to 17,000.00/student) to their related institutions (hospital or college). They are operating with limited budget and scarce resources. The space needed for RT courses and labs could be better used for more profit to the college. Also, course addition might mean having to hire new faculty which administration may not be willing to do. 

Motion 1
Eileen Doyle made a motion as follows: The president should charge the Hospital Affairs Committee to take a poll of all hospital-based programs in New York State to see how many of them are in position to meet the required Gen-Ed credits. The committee will also address the impact of this mandate to all New York State programs. Results of the poll will be presented to the membership on the AERT website and then forwarded to the Curriculum Committee of the ASRT prior to the June conference.

Motion was seconded by Dominick DeMichelle. Motion passed.

Motion 2

Patricia Duffy made a motion as follows: The president should appoint an Ad-Hoc committee to review the draft of the Radiography Curriculum and its impact on all programs in the organization. This review should be immediate and all findings or concerns should be forwarded to the president by May 19th, 2006 so a response can be made to the ASRT before the annual conference.
Motion was seconded by Margaret Galla. Motion passed.

Ad-Hoc Committee Members include Patricia Duffy, Eileen Doyle, Barbara Chackmakjian, and Denise Vill’Neuve.

· Conference Comments/Discussions
Mary Perry solicited comments about the 40th annual conference.
1. Joseph Whitton complimented the board for a great conference. However, he advised that the reports should be verbalized more during the meeting. The board should also explain the importance of the business sessions to the membership so as to encourage better attendance. 

2. Eileen Doyle suggests Round-Table discussions during meals.

3. Kenneth Martinucci suggests a strategy of placing one board member per table during meals and to have the third meeting in the morning before the last lecture.

4. Hildy Oberstein suggests table assignments to help mix everyone. 
5. Diedre Costic suggests presenting the membership with the topics to be discussed at third business session ahead of time.

6. Anne Verschuuren congratulated the board on a job well done in its research and finding of the Owego conference site. 

· Life Membership

Mary Perry expressed appreciation for the service provided by Virginia Edele over the years and is regarded as above and beyond the call of duty. She proclaimed Virginia Edele as Life Member to the AERT. The membership expressed approval with a standing ovation.
· 2006 Annual Conference Wrap-up
The conference chairperson, Beth Brewster, reported the following:

· The annual conference for 2007 is projected for April 25 to 27 pending confirmation with the site.
· All members voted to return to Owego.

· Board was complemented by all members on the new site.

· Passing The Gavel
Mary Perry passed the Gavel to Hildy Oberstein.

The new president, Hildy Oberstein, adjourned the conference at 1:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
_________________________________________





Evans Lespinasse MS, RT(R)(M)





Recording Secretary, AERT.
