
 

Greetings fellow               
AERT members! 

       Happy Holidays to Every-
one; New Year's Eve 
2008 seems like it was only 
yesterday and here we are at 
New Year's Eve 2009 al-
ready.  I want to give a big 
“Thank You” to each and      
everyone of you for the gigan-
tic impact you had on my life 
this past year.  I want to say 
thank you, especially for the 
support I received while going 
through my health chal-
lenges.  Without all of you, I 
am sure that 2009 would have 

been a "bust"!  I would like 

to take this opportunity to wish 
all of you a very festive Holi-
day Season filled with loving 
wishes and beautiful 
thoughts.  May January 1, 
2010 and the rest of the new 

 year mark the beginning of a 
tidal wave of LOVE, HAPPI-
NESS AND BRIGHTER FU-
TURES. 

1.  For those of you who are in 
need of someone special, may 
you find that true love. 

2. For those of you whose 
money is tight, may your finan-
cial situation flow to the point of 
excess. 

3. For those of you who are in 
need of caring, may you find a 
heart full of goodness.   

4. For those of you without true 
friends, may you meet lovely 
and caring people. 

Lastly! For those of you who 
need life, may you find spiritual 
guidance.   

President’s Message 

AERT ANNUAL CONFERENCE APRIL 14-16, 2010 in Owego NY 

     The annual conference 
is going to be a great one. 
We have something for 
everyone this year.     

There are also lectures for 
our newest educators and 
seasoned ones alike. 

We will be graced by the 
presence Thomas Brown 
of JRCERT who will teach 
us how to keep our pro-
grams afloat.  Jarek Stel-
mark will Teaching us how 
to improve our competency 
with electronic teaching 

tools. Our very own Bar-
bara Wilson-Chakmakjian 
will help us with “ Improv-
ing Student Performance 
Within the Clinical Setting   

And there are some lec-
tures that will appeal to 
everyone, such as: 

Designing a Service Learn-
ing Course, Cultural Clues 
and the Patient Encounter. 

Alex Damiami of NYSDOH 
will be on hand to keep us 
updated on Article 35 and 

other issues affecting RT 
Education in NYS. 

The Excellence in Educa-
tion lecture, this year is 
honored to  Cynthia Smith, 
Ed. D. who will motivate us 
to further our degrees.  

Continued on page 3… 
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POSITION OPEN: 

Lake Champlain JRCERT accredited 

400 bed Hospital Based Program 

seeking director with extremely 

competitive compensation & bene-

fits package 

Inquires to David Boggs of Dalton, 

Boggs & Associates :  877-228-4030 

or email them at: 

davidb@daltonboggsassociates.com 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH CHEAT-
ERS TRICKS 

by                     
Charles Drago 
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THE AERT         
newsletter                 

is now                     
ON LINE! 

 

 

 

 

Sergeo Guilbaud   

AERT President           

 Take time to tour our  

website:              

www.aertsny.org.   



ACADEMIC 
INTEGRITY 

AT RISK? 
Cheating is defined as 

an act of lying, deception, 
trickery or imposition.  
Cheating is said to be an 
unfair advantage, usually in 
the student’s interest and at 
the expense of others. It is 
the breaking of the rules and 
a violation of academic in-
tegrity. 

As an educator have 
you ever suspected 
someone of cheat-
ing? 

Have you ever caught a 
student cheating? 

How did you handle the 
student when you 
caught them cheat-
ing? 

 If you answered yes to 
any of these questions you 
are not alone. To cheat is to 
act unfairly and shows a 
lack of respect for others. 
The World Wide Web is a 
good place to gain knowl-
edge of “how to cheat”. Web 
sites such as 
www.ehow.com and 
www.youtube.com  will 
show you how to go about 
cheating.  

HAT METHOD:  Are 
caps in fashion at 
school, because they 
are in fashion, or be-
cause they serve a hid-
den purpose? This one 
involves a hat, small       

handwriting, and good 
acting skills.  The student 
will have "this will never 
work" look on your face, or 
a similar look that could be 
used as a prerequisite to 
taking one's hat off.  The 
concealed notes are inside 
the hat where the fore-
head sits. 

 

Rubber Band 
Method:This is best for 
formulas. Best used in 
radiologic physics and 
radiologic science class. 
This takes a wide rubber 
band which is stretched 
out really wide and placed 
in a book to keep it from 
getting small again. The 
student will write their 
notes/cheats on the 
stretched out rubber with a 
black ballpoint pen. If the 
rubber band returns to its 
original size the notes will 
just look like black boxes, 
not cheats.  The rubber 
band will be worn as a 
bracelet and when the 
answers are needed, the 
student will just stretch the 
rubber band out. 

Band-Aid: This usually 
works with small notes. 
The biggest Band-Aids are 
best to use! The student 
will write some notes on 
the cloth-like part of the 
band-aid. Red (blood), 
brown (dried blood), or 
yellow/green (pus) works 
best, but you could really 
use any color.  The band 
aid is usually placed on 
the elbow or knee.  The 
student will then scratch 

the Band-Aid as if it itches 
and look at the answers.  

Water Bottle 
Cheat:This is one I 
bet you never thought 
of. The student will 
get a water bottle and 
very carefully remove the 
label/wrapper that wraps 
around the middle of the 
bottle. Then write the 
cheat-sheet/notes on the 
back of the label (the 
white part that sticks to 
the bottle) or they will at-
tach the label to a sheet 
of thin paper with a glue 
stick or tape. If the stu-
dent looks through the 
bottle at just the right an-
gle they will be able to 
read their notes through 
the clear water within.  

Body Parts Cheat: 
This is really some-
thing else!   The stu-
dent will get a pen  
(red works best as it 
blends best with skin 
tone) and the student will 
write little tiny notes on 
any area of skin on their 
body. While students 
have been using the 
hands for decades, this is 
no longer the first choice 
(as instructors are also 
“on to it”).  Students have 
used ankles instead, so 
they can cross their legs 
when they want to look – 
and lower the leg when 
teachers walk by.  

 

CONTINUED ON PG 3...  
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There were 22 applicants for the 

student HOD intern positions. 

Selected students were notified on 

12/9/08.  Six students were 

selected (& 2 alternates) from MO, 

CA, LA, MN, SD, UT & MS.  NY 

educators are encouraged to have 

their students send in applications 

for these positions! 
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spread their wisdom! 

 

 

Who did you vote for? 

ASRT 

NEWS! 

http://www.ehow.com
http://www.youtube.com
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Those of you who have 
been to the Owego, know 
that the venue is perfect for 
our group! Its just intimate 
enough to be able to         
re-connect with old friends 
and large enough to enjoy 
some quiet time on your 
own in the hotel, walking 
near the river or driving into 
town.   

Join us for a quiet morning 
swim in the pool, good 
food, (fine wine), the ever 
popular Chinese Auction 
and of course….the DJ in 
the lounge. 

Go to our web site to 
download the AERT CON-
FERENCE registration 
form. Fill out the form and 
send it with your CHECK/
MONEY ORDER to: 

Complete the HOTEL reg-
istration form and fax or 
mail it directly to the hotel. 
AERT can not make your 
hotel reservations. Don’t 
forget to let them know 
what type of meal you want 
and if you are rooming with 
someone. reservation to be 
eligible. 

The hotel requires a de-
posit and they will take 
credit cards.  

done to ensure honesty in 
the classroom. Some edu-
cators prefer to sit at the 
back of the room and watch 
the students during a test. 
Another method used is 
multiple versions of a test. 
Three to four versions work 
best and make it very diffi-
cult for a student to 
cheat .Short answers or 
essays ranging from a few 
paragraphs to two pages 
can help stop the act of 
cheating.  

 

Making sure all cell 
phones are turned off, all 
book bags and pocket-
books are placed under the 
desk and using the bath-
room before a test starts is 
a great strategy to discour-
age cheating. Another task 
an instructor could do to 
avoid cheating is get to the 
class before the test begins 

THE LECTURN 

CONTINUED FROM 

PAGE 2é 

The student can also write 
with blue ink on the veins of 
their wrists and forearms as 
from a distance it doesn’t 
look like writing, just  promi-
nent veins!  Male instruc-
tors should be on the alert 
for the female student who 
is writing on the inside of 
their thigh during summer 
session.  It is just about 
impossible to ask a student 
to prove your suspicions 
without getting into gray 
territory on this one!    

 

A good instructor is 
diligent in their efforts to 
make sure academic integ-
rity is practiced.  There are 
many things that can be 

and checks all the desks 
and walls for those little 
notes and cryptic symbols.  

Academic policies 
should be reviewed periodi-
cally.  They should be re-
viewed at orientation, the 
first day of each class and 
the start of every new term. 
Having the student’s sign a 
cover sheet indicating they 
will not cheat before a test 
and explaining what the 
consequences will be is an 
effective way to validate 
academic integrity  

So what do you do 
after all these methods are 
used and you catch a stu-
dent cheating? Do you em-
barrass them in front of the 
class? Do you wait until the 
exam is over to speak with 
them? What if they deny it?      

                              

CONTINUED ON PG 4...  

This Edition of  
THE LECTURN    
was courtesy of 

Professor  
Charles Drago, 

Hostos 
Community 

College 
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4. For those of you without 
true friends, may you meet 
lovely and caring people. 

5.  Lastly!  For those of you 
who need LIFE, may you 
find spiritual guidance. 

With that say, I wish all of you 
HOPE and a PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR.  It is my wish 
that all of you remain in my 
life. 

 As always, Sergeo  

Have an opinion or 

interesting article?         

Please e-mail it to: 
ann.verschuuren@  

sunyorange.edu 

Remember that you need 

to give the hotel a copy of 

your facilities TAX EX-

EMPT form with your hotel  

Beth Bruster,               
Conference Chair 
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Legal issues must be considered before you approach the student.    

 

Taking the time to check for cheating on all assignments early in a course shows students that you care 
about academic values. Detection can be emotionally and academically messy, as some schools discover 
when they use  www.Turnitin.com and other online plagiarism-detection services.  

 The students must understand that the more serious infractions, such as fabricating parts or all of an 
assignment, could mean failing the course or expulsion from the program. Students realize that academic 
values and integrity, such as truth, are worth fighting for. If values are learned early this builds a strong foun-
dation for a well rounded radiographer. 

Every institution should have a policy that addresses academic integrity and what the disciplinary ac-
tions are for cheating. The policy should be clear and a due process should be clearly explained in the policy 
book. The thing to keep in mind is consistency when making a decision. Students always are watching to 
see what the instructor will do. Doing nothing sends the wrong message and the attitude and morale of the 
class will be bad. 

Cheating sends the wrong message and defines the character of the student. After all, aren’t we edu-
cating our students to me morally sound in their health care profession?  If a student violates academic in-
tegrity how will they make decisions and act with patients in the clinical forum?   

In closing, educators must do what is right and give our students the tools for success.  Standards of 
practice and ethics are taught in professional practice in hope that the students will listen and use them as 
an example to be a successful. Educators must keep their eyes open, have a policy in place and be consis-
tent when it comes to disciplining a student who cheats. 

 

If the above address is not entirely correct—Please notify us to update. 
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We’re on the WEB! 

www.aertsny.org 

Please visit us! 


